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ENLIGHTENED MONARCHS
started by the Partition of 1772) ruined the eastern front?
Prussia.
The great King outlived all his friends; perhaps he never
really had anyl—the thoroughly selfish man seldom, if ever, has.
" He was incapable of gratitude," Voltaire told the Prince de
Ligne, " and never had any except for the horse on which he
ran away at the battle of Mollwitz."a His wife, Princess
Elizabeth Christina of Brunswick-Wolfenblittel, to whom he
had always been indifferent, was a lonely figure who outlived
him, and died in 1797. He had no children, and he disliked
the nephew who was to succeed him. He passed a loveless old
age, without companions, without interests, without even the
music that used to console and amuse him. The execution
of the routine of government had become a habit with him
which he could not abandon. In the last weeks of his life,
overcome and dying of dropsy, he still mounted his horse
at the regular hour, and trotted fifty paces with a man on each
side of him. The physicians urged him in vain to forgo his
labours or his pleasures. " He might drag on life," wrote
Mirabeau from Berlin, " if fye would take advice, Dr Baylies
says, for another year, but I suspect he will never give up eel-
pies." On August 15,1786, Frederick, " though his feebleness
was excessive," still transacted the Cabinet business; but on
the 16th he was judged to be dead, because, for the first time
in his reign, he did not remember that the day's business had
not been done. " The conclusion was sagely drawn: dying
only could he forget his duty." He expired on August 17,
1786, at twenty minutes past two in the morning. For whole
decades he had been regarded as the greatest prince of his age,
and was to be so regarded again. Yet on the day of his death,
when all the talk was about him, two-thirds of the Berliners
were " violently declaiming, in order to prove that Frederick II
was a man of common, and almost mean, capacity." 3 The
1	This is Herr Ludwig's view (Genie wd Ckarakter (1932), p. 83).
2	Prince de Ligne, Memoires, vol. ii, p. 161.
8 The citations in this paragraph are all from Mirabeau, Secret History
if the Court of Prussia (trans. 1789), vol. i, pp. 6, 50,198, 200,

